Summary of Bert Kisjes’ contribution to the EU Conference “ Europe for Citizens Forum” on the 14th of November 2008 in Brussels
Villages discover Europe…..
Analogue to the Cultural Capital of Europe in 1996 Tommerup and in 1999 Wijk aan Zee proclaimed itself being Cultural village of Europe. In Tommerup the reason was that the neighbouring city Kopenhavn was Cultural Capital that year. In Wijk aan zee town and coutry planning was the reason. Surrounded by steel industry, town planners thought   the village area could be used for the storage of rubbish. 
The villagers went on the search for a higher status.
Wijk aan Zee in 1999 created a network of 12 European villages. The only criterion for selection was the answer ‘yes’ on the question: “Is there a future for villages to be a village in the 21st century”.
The action started as a one year action. Ten villages paid a visit to Wijk aan Zee, every month 40 villagers from one of the villages showed up in Wijk aan Zee. In the first half of 1999 became clear that all the villages of the new network wanted to invite all the villages to their village. In 2001 has been made a schedule until 2010. In the meantime one extra village (Kirchheim in Austria) asked to become a member of the network. And so we started to make a very intensive journey through 12 European countries. It became a discovery Tour.
The first discovery was that the village world is a world of people, not of architecture, rivers, nature or a landscape. It all depends on the quality of this community of people what adjective the village deserves.
Inhabitants of all these villages came to Wijk aan Zee in 1999. The amount of people was about 600 to host in 13 weekends.  
Since there was no or a very low budget for these exchanges the villagers invented hospitality again. And in the last 10 years it became a part of their culture. So they started to redefine culture. Hospitality became the base of village culture, it belonged to the Arts of Life.
The villages speak eleven different languages and most participants did not know enough languages to be able to communicate. So they used the tools of art. The discovery of cultural means as music, theatre, plastic arts and food for communication became a matter of fact. 

We discovered that the way farmers speak about the green world and the people who like to go into nature is very different. We try to understand both conceptions of nature. And from there we hope to proceed and come to better conceptions about the managing of land. 

We discovered that local circumstances are important for anything that happens on the world. So we come to the concept that next to theoretical and specialised knowledge there is local knowledge. That should be considered as an important part of knowledge for the making and implementing of plans, as a partner for scientific knowledge.. 

We discovered the way how to catch the knowledge of elderly people, knowledge that has been neglected in the modern world mostly is neglected because the world is changing so fast that theknowledge of the eldely is outdated.
In our exchanges the communities were open to each other. Many outsiders are used to closed villages and will hear only what they want to hear. We discovered the charm of all these open communities.

The project of the twelve is not based on one big plan that has been made in advance. It just started and went on, somehow like life itself is growing. The plan has the character of an organic growing plant.
After 12 years the 12 villages now will make up their mind. They will formulate what they discovered: what could be the contribution of small communities to European society as a whole. This is formulated as a project. We call it: Harvest.
And in 2010 the Harvest when we after a long travel will be home again the results will be presented to other small communities and to the authorities on all levels. 
.
……..in 2010 Europe will discover its villages

By Bert Kisjes
P.S

In the discussion after I asked to be organized a conference in 2010 or 2011 where the villages  get the opportunity inside the European Union to explain to interested Europeans what results they brought together.

