Harvest

In the first week of January the people who organize the Cultural Village events in Wijk aan Zee were invited for an evaluation of ten years Cultural Village. We wanted to know what Cultural Village means to them. It was also the first step in the Project Harvest of 12 years Cultural Village that we are going to do in 2009 and 2010.

A full room with 25 people appeared. We asked them to write down the points that they wanted to mention and after that they were invited to tell what they were writing. I want to mention four points that were mentioned.

 First, nobody mentioned the nice landscapes and nature we saw. Everybody spoke about the meetings with people. It was a clear support for the thesis that the people make the villages and not the houses and the landscape. This is a contrast with the way outsiders speak and write about villages. For them a village is a part of a landscape. The people mostly are not mentioned at all.

Secondly was mentioned the power of hospitality. “The family, the house, the relations. Not being afraid for foreigners in your house. Fear has been broken through just by doing”.

The third point will be a pleasure for the managers of the European Union. Many people mentioned also that Europe changed for them. “European Cooperation really exists!” said one of them. Another: “Europe is closer now”, “My world picture changed” and “I feel more European now”. 

The fourth remark that has been made was about a special feature of village mentality: Just do it! It is the mentality everything in Cultural Village the most important things have been done until now. No big planning, no waiting till the budget is found, not waiting for long procedures. All realized that if we would have the other and usual way, there would never have been something like Cultural Village.    
