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1. Introduction

Inspired by the institute Cultural Capital of Europe, Wijk aan Zeeproclaimed itself to be
Cultural Village of Europein 1999.The most important motivewas to gan status and
onceandfor all endthe avalanche of plans from planrers who thougtt the surroundngs
of the \ll age perfed to buld astorage for toxic Sludge, an addtionto Shiphd Airport,
exXra habous in the sea, awindmill park, a paver plant and an addionto the
Hoogovens Sed Mill. The \ill age had had ameding dacefor years—hotel café
restaurant Sonevanck—where activeinhahtants med. As such theywere able to respond
promptly. Theysoon ageed andresponced with atour de force But what started with
protests evolved into amovement of emancipation for the \ll age. Wijk aanZeehad
sought the suppat of vill ages of other courtries for theidea Cultural Vill age of Europe,
beause it was convinced that theywould be havesimilar problems. This resulted in 1999
in a retwork of eleven vill ages in various European courtries. The movement was named
Cultural Vill ages of Europe. One of the first actions of the movement was to compase a
Charter. The Charter was sgned by the mayors of all eleven participating vill ages:
Aldeburgh (GB), Bystré (C2), Kilingi Nomrme (Estonia), Melli onec(F), Palkonya (H),
Paxos (GR), Pergine Valdarno (1), Porrta (ES), Shachdaf Srobeck(D), Tommerup
(DK) andWijk aanZee(NL). The Charter is a statement of the \ill ages abou where they
stand, hav they seethe world and haev theywarnt to be seen by the world.

Eleven European vill ages in eleven European courtries that sail ed their own course and
took action. Together theydevdoped powers of which theythemselves hardly recognise
the magntude. This made vtality emergein those \ll ages.

In the past two centuries there have been anumber of developments that have led to major
changesin society. Econamic thinking, organising and danning, spedali sing, mohility,
individualising, science and its appli cations have changed society profoundy. These
developments have touched onthe vill age, bu they were not devel opments of the vill age. The
changes came from outside. Thus the vill age got the reputation to be badkward.

People in this period could do nahing with the qualiti es of the vill age we will formulate in
thisvill age. But now that the grea developments are not only bringing civili sation bu
problems as well, the vill ages again provide posshiliti es. Because in pditi cs large
infrastructure projeds are no longer paramourt. Lifein the stred is the main theme, and the
way in which citizens interad. The vill age can participate once more because its themes are
again onthe gyenda.

Whil e poncering this essay we had gred difficulty with the word vill age. The word is laden
with prgjudice Attributing qualiti es to vill ages is easily considered romanticising and the ladk
of spedalist knowledgeiseasily considered ared deficiency. Moreover: what isthe
differencewith a aty district? Can adistrict not also be agood pgaceto live? Much of what is
said abou villages will aso apply to city districts. However, it isnecessary to redise that a
district is part of a dty and that the fadliti es of the dty are the fadliti es of the district as well,
while an important charaderistic of avill ageisthat it can ded with many fewer neaby

faaliti es.

For the description d avill age we foll ow the formulation d the movement Cultural Vill ages
of Europein their Charter:

“ Every human being hasaworld o hisown. Heisanindividud. Every human being
has a father and amother, hisfamily. Even when he does nat know these people.



Every human keing ha an environment in which he grows up andwhich he getsto
know well. Thisis histerritory. And dl these worlds are set into alarge world we all
a community, or province, aregion a a state or Europe or 'the’ world. The \illageis
an dd andtried formof a human'sterritory. It isthe known world. Not only the things,
but the people as well are famili ar there.”

What the definitionimpliesisthat avill age is not the same & green space bu that peoplelive
there, and that you reed to get invaved with them. The importance of thiswill be made dea
inthis essay.

Cultural anthropdogist Eric Wolf, in hisbook'* Peasant wars of the twentieth century’, wrote
the following about the charader of the people of vill age and country side:

“Vill agers are not goodrewolutionaries but rather anarchists. The universal peasant
idea isa vill age freefrom officials, army rea uiters, pdicemen, tax olledors and dl
other representatives of the dty-based government” .

When asked many vill agers recognise themselves in this description.

In this essay we aelooking for vitality in vill ages. We will use the experiences of the
movement Cultural Vill ages of Europe & abase. We speak of vitality when avill ageis using
itsown powers. These ae the powers of the natural environment, the cgaadties of the
(individual) inhabitants and the spedfic qualiti es of a small community as they will be
described in this essay.



2. How the vill age was triviali sed.

In past times many peoplelived in vill ages. The dty was the placeof faaliti es sich asthe
market, government, bishop, uriversity and court of law. When in the 19" century

industriali sation started people started moving to where fadories were built, wages were paid
and rew products were for sale. People started living together in larger communities. The
development of mohility also made it passbleto transport food ower larger distances.
Numerous families migrated from the curtryside to the dty becaise no wages were paid in
the wurntryside. Credive people dso moved to the aties. In the dties you could find rew
experiences and that was where the heat of a new and exciting time was beding. In the dties,
the concentrations of popuation centres, where developments occurred onall sorts of
subjeds, which together led to society as we know it today. Below we give aglobal sketch of
the processes we believe ae relevant to ou argument of the paosition d vill ages.

Econamics

The emergence of econamics as ascience andits application in the 19" century was agrea
success It led to what is cdled prosperity, the pride of Western society.

However, whil e in the Netherlands people thought to have eadicaed the problem of poverty
after the SecondWorld War, the growth of the e@namy has not prevented the return of
homelesspeople and beggarsin the streds. The éundancethat was the cnsequence of
prosperity and that has made such an impresson onthe world aso resulted in overuse of
many products. This overuse led to hard-to-combat diseases of prosperity. The development
of econamics also contributed considerably to the disappeaance of beautiful landscapes,
forest and bodiversity.

Econamics has come to play an increasingly influential role in ou thoughts and adions. More
and more eonamic terms appea in ou daily vocabulary. In shops citi zens are @ntinuowsly
comparing prices. He neals to keep cdculating what he can and canna aff ord. The most
important diff erence between two jobsis nolonger the nature of the work but the pay.

Culture of organsing

Socia sciences, originating as an analogy of the natural sciences, subjeded society to a study
and started manipulating it. They invented large scde forms of organisation for production
processes. Large fadories, banks with many branches and aher so-cdled serviceindustries
emerged, where division d labour becane dharaderistic. People becane used to exeaute
instructions of which they could na seethe implicaions. Personal initiative and persondl
resporsibility fit lessand lesswell . Bureaucracy becane more and more important.
Procedures becane important and formali sm triumphed. The best compliment one culd give
after aparty was “It was well organised”. Then the host would be satisfied.

Spedalisation

Spedali sation emerged with the development of organising culture. It becane very important
what you spedalized in. The lawyer becane an international affairs lawyer or penal law
speaalist. Public places becane dubhauses of intended audiences. The pulic placethat
caering company were were filed under ‘business, and described by ‘econamics’: econamic
laws were enforced, for instancethat more (bee) nealed to be sold for a hedthy enterprise.
Catering companies $ould be selling. And socia adivities were housed in ather, often
government subsidized buldings: ‘vill age howses', ‘ sociocultural centres’, or sports cafés. But



people dso drank a bee there. The cdering saw this as unfair competition and awar broke
out aroundwhat were to be cdled commercial and Para-commercia businesses. Andthe cdé
that wanted to ke itsold social function and nd be just a placeto sell bee would inevitably
get into troube with the inspeding organizations, which would conclude that the cdé was
unuwsual and nd hedthy or viable.

Mohility

Aslong as people have eisted they have travelled. There have even been times that people
did na settle & al. Travelling is not anew thing. But the inventions of the train, car, bus and
airplane have gredly increased mohility. Citizens can naw travel al over the world, and
travelling is encouraged and faalit ated in many ways. Who travels gets much knowledge of
other cities. But this knowledge can be very superficial and urreliable. Y ou dort get the
impressonthat travelling aaossAfricabrings you closer to uncerstanding Africa People, on
most organized tours, bring their own culture, slegp in European bedsin European haels.

Mohility has also made possble the division d house and workplace It isnolonger
necessary to live where you work. That has far reading consequences, among other things for
the relation ketween parents and chil dren. Many chil dren novadays have littl e understanding
of their parent's occupation. In general we can say that through mobhility people aeless
conreded to their dired environments. Not only physicdly, bu aso socialy: peoplelive
increasingly farther away from their contads.

The posshiliti es that the Internet offersto “travel' and to contad others through chat boxes
have increased mohility in another way. Theworld iswhat is cdled a "global vill age’. We can
contad people from aroundthe globe withou being able to touch, smell or seethem. That
also hasreduced ou conredion ou own, immediate environment. Someonein aroom whois
conreded to someone from Oslo may hardly notice what happens ten fed next to him.

Individudising

Because of diverse influences ociety has become more and more individualized. Every
person hes aright to an own life, an own income, and an own existencewithou depending on
someone dse. When he by necessty comes to depend onsomeone dse, becaise he laks
physicd or mental abiliti es, then in most instances he mmesto depend nd on an individual
but onan arganization. In pradice such organizations turn ou to be insufficiently up to the
task. An exampleis carefor the dderly. The wish to grow old withou depending ontheir own
children, by relying on hedth care for help has not led to the ided situation people had hoped
on.

The processof individualizing has resulted in people caing more and more éou their own
interests, withou adjusting to ather people. And that again leads to an explosive growth of
interest groups. Even the dderly fed the need to get organized.

Individuali sing separates people from ead ather. This sparationis formulated in rights.
Rights abou a placein the yard where atree ca or canna grow and hav much shade it can
projed. Rights abou how loudand urtil what time you may play your radio. Rights not to
have to perform certain tasks in abusiness

Despite the processof individualizing, the cdl that people shoud mainly foll ow their own
path is weakening. Perhaps also becaise people aefinding out that the personal freedom that



individualising promisesis not true freedom. Y ou are only an individual when you are
recognized by others or when you are ale to reagnize others asindividuals.

Science

The developments described above flow—diredly or indiredly—from the development and
applicaion d science The growth and prosperity of science has given the European culture
many impulses. It kept its promise to expase superstitions (such as belief in witches). The
midde ageswere cdled "dark’ and the time that conquered this darknesscadl ed itself
“enlightenment'.

But has giencekept its promise? Do citi zens have more seaurity and more to hdd ontoin
life? Of course, in many areas. But in general? Science often led nd to ore truth bu to many
different truths or theories. And sometimes the battle between theories was not fought in
studies but like an dd-fashioned religious war. An infamous example is the battle between
different ecnamic theories that originated in the 19" century and was later cdled the “cold
war'. The oold war was awar between two conifli cting econamic opinions.

Until the emergence and development of science, people got knowledge from experience
That knowledge was passed onfrom generation to generation and therefore we now cal it
traditional. In the courtryside andin the vill ages the replacanent of traditional knowledge by
theoreticd knowledge occurred very slowly. And the change was not welcomed. The first
Dutch minister of agriculture, Mr. Jacobs, told farmersin the ealy 19" century to listen to
agricultural scientists and pubic relations people. But agriculturali sts espedally foundit
difficult to comply with scientific advice, becaise what shoud you dowhen that advice
oppased the traditional insights? In the end theoreticad knowledge triumphed owver traditi onal
knowledge. But its applicaion hes led to a number of new problems, such asin the aeas of
animal well being and quality of nature and environment. In the vill age, with much general
and littl e speaalized knowledge, people had to ded dail y with ousiders who had much
theoreticd knowledge and krew better. And also when avill ager suspeded that they were
wrong it was not possbleto refuteit. This has caused many a wurtryside inhabitant to fed
that he was considered stupid or even to fed stupid.

The development of science, too, turns out to have its problems.

The place of the \ill age in these devdopments

The devel opments considered above have changed all of society. Including the vill age. The
initi ative of the developments lay in the dty. The small scde world and the small community,
charaderistic to avill age, becane trivialised. Vill age inhabitants foll owed the process $owly
and passvely, criticd to so many things contradicting traditional knowledge, somewhat
annoyed because of the tempo and dten asking themselves: isthisal necessary? Isit not
going too far? Shoud it al bethisway? But they could na stop the developments. The

vill age slowly lost its identity and was unable to grasp the new world being born. The book d
Geeat Mak abou Jorwerd that appeaed afew yeas ago was an instant success and it
confirmsthat lifein avill ageisnot what it oncewas.

Not only did the dties initi ate the developments, but we can even seethat the norms of the
city have mme to daminate the murtryside and that there seams nolonger to be aplacefor
the vill age. We would like to give some examples of this.

Thefirst example concerns town and courtry planning.

In the 5™ Note of Town and Courtry Planning of 2001the government strives to improve the
physicd environment of people, in citiesaswell asin the courtryside. In the wurtryside the
aim isto counter “thrashing' and eroding the open landscape. It talks about high-rise and low-



rise buil dings, green and red contours. Green contours shoud give nature a tiance andred
contours $houd clarify where you can and canna build. The problems that come with the
applicaion d thered contour idea ae dea for example in Wijk aan Zeg where vill agers are
arguing with a construction company. Like in many vill agesin central areas, the vill age needs
cheg houwses 0 that young people can stay there. The @nstruction companies however want
to buld for the market. The ansequenceis that young people would need to pay so much for
the new houses, because they are dose to the seg that they will not be &leto aff ord them.
Theresult isthat they will have to move. The consequences this may have ae dea in
Aldeburgh, asmall town onthe eatern Engli sh coast, aaossthe North Seafrom Wijk aan
Zee Londorers qualifying for pensions buy houses there andthe average age is 65. Yourg
people wish to stay but canna aff ord to. Another problem in Wijk aan Zeeis that construction
firms have developed all sorts of ideas for “inbreiding’ (concentration d constructions) of
cities, that are now being applied to Wijk aan Zee The result is that they aways come with
plans for high-rise (four story) buildingsin an environment of low-rise buildings. It is
interesting that applying the aty normsin the @urtryside was also the padlicy in the former
Soviet Union and Rumania. People there dedded to buld flats for the farmers and workersin
the wurtryside. The government thowght that the courtryside had aright to this, just like the
city. Rumaniatook the most extreme adions: it levelled vill ages and bult afew flats instead.
These developments we, in the West, have dways despised. Y et we ae doing the same thing
now in ou courtry!

To what extent the dty norms concerning town and courtry planning have influenced thought
in the wurtryside, we can seefrom what some town and courtry planning experts wrote not
long ago in “de Volkskrant'. For Auke van der Woud, student of the history of architedure
and city planning, talking about vill ages is mere nostalgia. He sees the Dutch agriculture
merge into a so-cdled Park City. Architeds know what to da integrate the vill age into the
city and they become something useful. That is the ideabehind Holl and Park City. Holland
beames alarge city withou agriculture, without a courtryside but with parks and
reaedional areas. Gert de Roo, dandogist from Groningen says it another way: “In ou
heads, also in the wurtryside, we ae dl city folk. The people from the wurtryside a well
show city-like behaviour in all their doings. So what is gopping us from citifying the
countryside? Nothing.” Architeds gedk openly abou city designing even when talking abou
avill age: “When we dlow forms of urbanizationin the muntryside, we will crede greder
dynamics there.”

The second exampleis at the level of government.

In our courtry, just likein ather EU courtries, thereis continuous talk of municipal reforms,
joining small communiti es into larger ones. In this way they want to improve the quality of
government. The European pdicy aimsto have dl new member states adjust their quality of
government and implement large-scde projeds to join small communiti es. For candidate
members of the European Union, which have just recently started to look for democratic
forms, this means new adjustments in the small vill age communities. After the dhanges of
1989again amajor municipal reform. Municipal reforms are not only improvements. Wijk
aan Zee for example, was joined with the town Beverwijk in the thirties of the last century.
That left Beverwijk in charge of the governmental dedsions abou Wijk aan Zee Wijk aan
Zeehowever never becane apart of the town. In the inhabitant's experienceit has always
remained a separate vill age, which made them fed that their dedsions were being made for
them. People leaned to whine and sulk, which aways happens when dependence occurs
withou personal resporsibility.



Conclusion

In this chapter we have shown haw vill ages becane triviali sed becaise of developmentsin
econamics, the allture of organization, spedalization, mohility, individuali zing and science,
and haw the aty perspedive caneto be central in the way people look at vill ages.
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3. Qualities of vital villages

In this chapter we will write aout the speafic charaderistics and qualiti es that empower
vill ages. We will show itsvalue to present day society.

Knowledge of the surroundngs andthe people

Whoever livesin avill age for any period d time will have to exert littl e dfort to get much
knowledge of his surroundngs. Not only the physicd surroundngs, such as buil dings and
infrastructure, but also o the dhanges. Knowledge of how it looked twenty yeas ago. In
every vill age there ae people who have lived there for generations. Their knowledge goes
much farther badk. There is not only knowledge of the physicd surroundngs, bu also of
other vill age inhabitants. Not only do people know what their names are and haw they look,
but also what their professonis and haow that professonworks. People know part of the past
of the vill agers, their educaions, and their loves. People know also the misery others cary
abou with them and the fail ures of yeas before. The knowledge of peoplein avill ageisvery
detail ed and comprehensive.

Having detail ed knawvledge of asmall pieceof the world gives people something to hdd on
to. They know their way in that small world, they can find their way well and they do na
haveto fed like strangers. Others have cdl ed thisa conredionto their roots. That knowledge
is more difficult to lose than money and more difficult than an ideology, two ather things you
could hdd onto.

Knowledge of people, anassed ower the yeas, is an important part of this knowledge. In
modern society such knowvledge is disappeaing. The fad that detailed knowledge of their
own, tangible world that surrounds peoplein vill ages, gives them something to hdd onto,
could help psychadogiststo find solutionsto dfficult modern problems such as gress
uproating, and having nothing to go by. Detail ed knowledge of their own world provides a
clea framework for vill agersto dstinguish between red and fake, between redity andfiction.
In modern society, where the “virtua' world is © daminant, thisis no unrecessary luxury.

The detail ed knowledge of vill age inhabitants also has a awnsiderable breadth. It rises above
the usual sedors of society. In avill age diff erent people live together, so the ideaof separate
popuation groups with their own needs does nat exist there. That produces people who are
used to weighing things in their minds. In modern society all problems are gpproached per
sedor and formulated by interest groups. Of al governors and pditi cians we exped a
weighing on higher level. That often makes dedsion making a complicated and theoreticd
process Certain sedors are forgotten and the anourt of sedored approades makesit difficult
to oversee The vill age on the other hand, kecause of its $ze and clea layout, is cgpable of an
integral approacd to those problems.

Sacial control

The vill age has always known social control as an important instrument for control. Therefore
avill ager would be wise to solve adifferenceof opinionwith his neighbous himself insteal
of cdling the pdlice When the palice neeals to come thereis a serious problem that may never
be solved.

Resistanceto socia control rosein the 19" and 20" centuries. The norms for social control
only slowly adjusted to the developments discussed in chapter 2. Because these
developments were nat developments of the vill age. They came from the outside. Espedally
the vill agers who liked the new developments were confronted with social control. They used
different values and ways of life.
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In the vill age social control exists for two reasons. The first reasonisthat people ae
interested in ead ather. People dways want to know what is happening in their environment.
The secondreasonis earity. When there would be no social control then the courntryside
could be very dangerous. The low popuation density would too easily offer a placefor all
sorts of unwanted adivities, breaking and entering, storage of wegyons and drugs, and
murder. When social control functions well it means that there ae e/es everywhere anyway.
The combination d these two reasonsb interest and seaurityb provides for awell functioning
social control. Thanks to socia control people who canna live by themselves can still li vein
society. Someone is kegoing an eye on them, oncein awhil e someone helps them alittl e, and
they do nolonger neal to go to aplaceof care. Social control can make life more bearable.

In the French vill age of Méelli onectwo elderly people from Paris bought a house. The houses
there aeinexpensive and the cmupde was looking for peace ad quet. They did na talk to the
peoplein their new neighbouhood.Everyone left them aone as well. Méellionecis avill age
withou abus go0p. Thereis abaker and a grocery store but there ae no aher shops. The two
people began to have difficulty walking. Their children discovered this and dedded to take
their parents bad to Paris. There they both ded within months. The comment of the vill agers
was: AVhy did they not talk to us? It is © simple to help them do groceries. But you do lave
to say something.°

The number of controlli ng institutesin our society has grown very large in the last fifty yeas.
Someinspedors have been replacel with madines. Macdines were made to insped tickets
andto register people to counter theft and vandalism. Every time something goes wrong
people cdl for more pdiceofficersin the streds. But people seem to start to redize that
expanding palice camerds, spedali zed inspedion teams and vigil antes will not solve the
problems. Expanding this type of control will | ead to a pdlice state. Poli ce states have led to
very bad experiencesin Eastern Europe in the 20" century.

Lately there has been renewed attention to social control. People alvocae it espedally when
talking abou senselessviolence and small time aiminals. People are increasingly cdling for
more avil resporsibility, beyondcdli ng the padlice

Practicing humaninteraction

City culture is charaderized by "ead man for himself'. It isridiculousto gred everyone you
med in a aowded shoppng mall. Those who want to move fredy in a stred avoid contad.
The aty folk know how to avoid athers. They know how to be anornymousin the streds. That
does nat mean that a dty personisdoamed to livein isolation. They will generaly interad
through work, church, hobbes, caf sor clubs. They can easily avoid people they do nd like
to med. That way circles of similar minded people eaily emerge. Small ghettos of people
who share apdliti cd colour, age, love or defed or who have similar incomes. That leads to
people getting used to deding only with those like themselves. At schod, these ae those of
the same age. At work they are olleagues and at the dub they are thase who share your
opinion, sport or hobly. Y ou can avoid someone you do nad like. When you leave your house
you do nd need to med anyone even when the streds are aowded. Caf s, too, are generally
aiming for spedfic sorts of customers. The mnsequenceis that the puldic places where
everybody comes are now experienced as uncomfortable. We ae thinking of trains and
stations. Anather thing is that there ae few pulic places left. Most are daimed by traffic and
shoppng centres with merchandise. In afew places gacehas been creaed for spedfic
popuation groups. On terraces people tend to concern themselves with their own table only.
Shops are pulic places but they have intensive canera cntrol. True pubic places could be
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squares or parks. For the Vondelpark in Amsterdam thisisits clam to fame. That is how
spedal puliclifeiswhen it functions corredly.

Only in vill ages there is any kind d necessty to talk to with everyone. It is drange when you
do nd gred someone you regularly med in the streds. Whether you like it or nat, you lean
to talk to people, na just the ones you like, but aso the ones that you dort. Where peoplein
avillage mommunity systematicdly avoid ead ather thereis a serious problem. Feuds can
emerge and pason the whale vill age.

A vill age inhabitant can also isolate himself. He can buld awall around hs property. People
wholived in a catle tended to dothislong ago. They preferred isolated existences within the
castle wall s. Among the people moving into vill ages from citi es now, there ae some who do
not seek contad of any kind. But the children of someone who isolates himself will fed that
wall in the vill age schod. Such children are likely to become isolated.

In avill age interadion with fellow inhabitantsis $ important that those who consider buying
ahouse there would be wise naot only to review the quality of the house andthe d c or before
the sale but also to redize that they have to be ale to get along with their new neighbous.
Thaose living there dready will play important rolesin hav much you would enjoy living
there.

The fads that human interadionisimportant in avill age and that it is pradiced, do nd mean
that there ae harmonic relations. Social cohesion, social control, interadion and helping
neighbous do nd together automaticdly lead to harmony and solidarity. That is aromantic
idea In avill age things can get rough. People can fight. These paint to the fad that people
dont fed indifferent toward another, that there ae human relations. The at of human
interadionis pradiced in avill age, and orly when it is pradiced can it prosper.

What we ae talking abou here was referred to in the Midde Ages and the ealy Renaissance
asthe "art of living'. The first sentence of the first Ethics written in Dutch by Coornhert in
1586is: "My intentionisto describe the at of living'. Our society, being focused on
prerequisitesto life, has smewhat lost that idea athough the words “life atist' are still
sometimes used in hiographies and funeral speedies. When you think of awork of art you
tendto think of asellable objed and nd of life. Wethink thisis an incorred attitude.

Hospitality

Hospitality is one of the forms of the at of living. Rediscovering hospitality is an important
affair in atime when people talk negatively abou foreigners. The foreigner whoisnat a
tourist is sonseen to be aproblem. That will stay that way as long as hospitaity stays
professondized, as abranch of industry instead of part of the at of living.

A vill age like Aalten in the Achterhoek, nea the German bader, tookin alot of peoplein
hiding during the war. At a cetain moment 20% of the locd popuation were refugees. Thase
peoplein hiding were not tax deductible, they wereiill egal and pu their hosts at grea risk.
Aalten had its own ideas abou what shoud happen in the world.

When in 1989the Iron Curtain was torn people of the Danish vill age Tommerup came
together. They wanted to respondto thisworld scde event. One of the inhabitants, Poul
Peterson, propaosed to invite 1000inhabitants of diff erent Eastern European courtries. For
pradicd reasons the number was reduced to 400.With thiskind d hospitality Tommerup lay
an important base for the aurrent movement Cultural Vill ages of Europe. The most important
adivity of this movement is pradicing hospitaity. Eadh yea hundreds of vill agerstravel to
the Cultural Vill age of the yea where they are provided for by families. At first thisidea
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caused many to read scepticdly: how could Estonian people, who spe& only Estonian and
Rusdgan, stay with a French family? By now, pradice has caught up with fea. It turned ou
nat to be aproblem andit did na detrad anything from the experience ether. The movement
Cultural Vill ages of Europe shows that hospitality can be pradiced in these times as well.

Ability to dosomething as a comnunity

There ae vill ages that, when they pull together, are cgable of something extraordinary. We
would like to give an example.

In the past yea governments and small communiti es have often colli ded abou spacefor
highways, toxic sludge depots, harbous, railroad tradks, house buil ding projeds, airports,
industry and reture reserves and reaedion areas. The problem of the small communitiesis
aways that the planners have thowght up a plan at the drawing board withou knowing the
locd situation sufficiently. In 1994an "Eleven Fodlish Plans Tour' designated eleven such
plans as “fodlish'. One was the @mnstruction d alarge toxic sludge depaot on the beadh nea
Wijk aan Zee What was going on? In the 1IJmondthe company Hoogovens has been
expanding northward since dter WWII and it has closed Wijk aan Zeeoff from its eastern
neighbous. The inhabitants considered this growth a necessty. Holl and wanted its own sted
mill and econamic development was considered important. When in the 1970 the company
claimed even more space people began to ask whether that was necessary. Andwhen in 1989
other companies darted to claim space & well the inhabitants dedded that they were going
toofar: the plan for adepat of toxic sludge on the bead was misplaced. Unanimously they
showed this by taking agroup phdo o al inhabitants. The agument they used was. That is
not what the bead is for.° Meawhil e the vill age was looking for alternative methods. After
thirteen yeas they proved that you do nt need to store sludge but you can make bricks out of
it. In ou society, where many people have mme to become self-invalved, communal adions
that incresse mmunity cohesion, asin the éove example, are of grea importance

Art andculture

We have described an adivity as aunified expresson d a ommunity. Usually however the
things that people dotogether are related to art and culture. Art and culture have slightly
different meaningsin avill age than has become the trend in society asawhale. The
professond art, where individuals or small groups can make awork of art and pu it up for
saleto hang onawall or to enjoy it for an evening, in scarcein vill ages. That is mainly
because avill age caana provide enouwgh audience, and therefore not enough money. For those
thingsyougo to a aty.

Participating in a chair, an orchestra, or aplay is smething very different from buying a
ticket for an event. Singing together, playing, reneasing and aganizing isavery intensive
way of interading with ead ather.

Ancther important charaderistic of pradicing vill age altureis freedom. Freedom to an extent
that the professonal artists unfortunately canna have. The professonals have enormous
obligations. They haveto be @leto live and generally they have to play whatever the
audienceor the reviewer likes. They need to repea something that works over and over again.
In the visual artsthe atist can hardly avoid considering the taste of museum boards and

gall ery owners. Depending on the type of art, espedally among people playing thedre and
playing in archestras, single performances are very costly. In avill age single performances
aretherule. That is necessary to get playersto participate becaise they will not play
something they do nd like. When you redi ze this and can work with it, may also be aleto
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make aliving in avill age & aprofessona artist, becaise aboaster or supervisor is usualy
welcome. This could be agoodinvestment for money from subsidies.

The communal pradiceof different forms of culture turnsout to be aucia for avill age. A
vill age with afirm identity usualy derivesit from pradicing culture. Some examples.

The vill age Halsbach (800inhabitants) in Baiern performs a number of plays ead yea. This
has brought fame to the vill age. The ingredients for success? (1) afarmer whois atalented
writer and dredor; (2) an dd farm functioning as an in-doa theare; (3) aforest that is used
as an open-air thedre; (4) enough inhabitants who are prepared to study for apart and (5) a
number of people who are prepared to buld the decors and aher necessary things.
Organizing Cultural Villagein 1996in Tommerup,in 1999in Wijk aan Zeg in 2000in
French Méllionec in 2001in Czech Bystr andin 2002in Tuscan Pergine Vadarno hes had
enormous consequences for all participating vill ages. In al i nstances it was ajoint adion
invalving many inhabitants. At first people thought they were in over their heals and they had
doulds. Doults as to whether they could manage the yea well. Doults as to whether they
could have so many people over and feed and lodge them withou an adequate budget. But
they all foundaway and made something beautiful of which everybody was proud afterward.
The German chessvill age Strobedk at the foat of the Harz Mourtains knows along chess
tradition. Long ago a catured nodeman is said to have taught chessto his guard. This had
gred consequences in the vill age. Sinceschods exist in Strobedk there has also been chess
educaion. The vill age has nat yet reared world famous chessplayers but it does have an
identity. Even now, athough chesseducaion has aimost succumbed to the uniformity the
higher levels of government strive for. That a vill age can teat an owvn subjed in schod
clashes with increasing scde and streanlining amed at by central management to such an
extent that the vill age neaded to devote much energy to keeo its educaionb an education that
had survived bah Hitler and communism.

The famous historian Johan Huizinga discovered in his bookHomo Ludens that our ancestors
in the 19" century have become overly serious and that they had 3put on their work suits®. He
thought that playfulnesslargely disappeaed from pubic life during the industriai zation.
Perhaps he meant the joint pradicing of vill age ailture we ae talking abou here.

In any case we can say that pradicing vill age altureb also because of its communal
charaderb increases cohesion between citizens. As such it isan important forcein the vill age.

Nature

In avery esential sedor of the wurtryside, in agri- and haticulture, people ae deding with
living instead of with dead things. Those who refuse to adknowledge this risk getting in
troude. The rapid change in Eastern European courtries after WWII from farms to industrial
fadories, modelled onthe fadories working with dead materials, therefore was a gred fiasco.
It is gill an open question whether you can trea nature in thisway. Thereis gill an adive
discusson abou how you can tred animals.

In the courtryside there generally is much resped for nature. Nature is big there because it
includes nat only plants and kirds and fish, bu also people and the weaher. People and reture
are not oppasitesin avill age. Reaognising that people ae dso part of nature is an important
base for adknowledging ead individual. The long-lasting interadion between people so
charaderistic to avill age is an excdlent groundfor such recognition. For the redi zation that
you have to accept people for who they are. Redizing this makes the unique asped of people
stand od. It is an attitude that all ows people to have defeds withou having to hide them.
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Informal democracy

Wijk aan Zeehas nat been an independent community sincethe 30s of the last century. There
isavillage courcil, bu that has only advisory powers. When something needs to happen that
involves arisk, aprivate initiative is necessary. That is what happened when Wijk aan Zee
becane Cultura Vill agein 1999.That happened withou any kind d formal decision. Suppat
was Dught through informal circles andin the end the projed was suppated throughou the
community. An ad hac board was formed consisting of the diff erent popuation groups. It was
so widely suppated that the Mayor and Aldermen had notroulle getting money from the aty
courcil.

A vill age lends itself perfedly to come up with democratic solutions to problems. People can
overseethe things being discussed. Thereis no reed for compli cated analyses or theories.
People know the problems from their own experience, from seang and heaing them. And
although they can perhaps not seethe national and international size of the problem, but
locdly they can knawv which problems need a solution right away and which can wait awhile.

The quality of the vill age democracy determines to what extent the various popuation groups
inavill age ae aleto sit together and talk. That does nat happen automaticdly. That requires
people who are ale to reason from common interests and who can consider thaose their own
interests. In aworld where awmpetitionis proteded by law as agoodand functional principle,
people looking for cooperation can be discredited. A company cooperating with ancther can
be correded by the cmpetition laws.

One of the mncerns the government has about vill age democracy is that they dould that
enough spedali zed knowledge existsin vill ages. This deficiency has caused them to join
small communiti es together. However, expertise does not imply a better view of a problem. It,
more often than na, takes the problem out of context. Moreover, when discussng a problem
usually many experts are daiming to be right. Because of their thorough knowledge of their
surroundngs vill agers are often the best people to choose the solutions to problems. Other
kinds of spedalized knowledge, such as that required for building a bridge, bulding ahouse,
reinforcing adike or constructing aroad can always be asked from outside.

Conclusion

Knowledge of the environment and d the people, social control, pradicing human interadion,
hospitality, the &ility to dosomething as a community, the joint pradicing of art and culture,
being closest to nature, seeng people & part of nature, informa democracy. All these ae
charaderistics that can give avill age identity and paver. These ae dso the traits that society
asawhole can useto solve the arrent problemsin prospering(!) societies.
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4. Vitality in practice

Vill ages can grow into vital vill ages and contribute to society as awhaole. The times are ready.
In a number of vill ages people have redi zed this. In this chapter we give examples of how
vitality isredized o how such redizationisimpeded. We will dothisusing the experiences
of Wijk aan Zee and aher European vill ages.

First: no

To beame vita avill age needs to start moving. That requires something. In the cae of Wijk
aan Zeethe requirement was fulfill ed by anger abou sloppy town and courtry planners who
wanted to use the vill age a a dumping ground.Anger abou the pdlicy naot to spread budens
but to concentrate them. The vill agers were however thinking in terms of spreading burdens
and they thought that the vill age had saaificed enough for the e@namic development they
considered necessary.

Wijk aan Zeeunderstoodin time that protesting only erodes your own strength and causes
you to lose your good moodthat you read to get something dore. The vill age becane unified
which, aswe shall seg made alot of things passble.

Unity and a pace of meding

That unity could exist because Wijk aan Zeehad a placeof meding. Ladking atown hall the
village used hael caf restaurant Sonnevanck as a pullic placethat was prepared to howse and
servicethe people of thevillage. The cd attained an important functionin social lifein Wijk
aan Zeg and becaise it was also a hotel, could conred that to the world ouside the vill age.
Not only the vill agers could find eat ather there, people from elsewhere were dso involved.
An example of the latter isthis. When, because of the problems of toxic sludge, the vill age
needed to concern itself with water, at a cetain pant they needed a hydrologistb even though
nobod/ knew what that was. In Sonnevanck they wrote on a bladkboard: aVanted:
hydrologist®. Within a month two hydrologists appeaed who gave very soundadvice
Sonrevanck asa cd could be more than a ammmunity or vill age socia centre becauseiit did
nat depend onany form of government. Administrators of community or vill age social centres
tendto draw initiatives into a drab average. Charaderistic for Sonnevanck was that it dared to
takerisks like aprivate enterprise, which makes entrepreneurship so interesting. The most
important thing was to reformul ate the goals of the cd . The anphasis ended up onthe
function d apulic placein society and therefore on the quality of the meding place

Importance of the small i ndependent entrepreneur

Also in awider sense than we described abowve the small i ndependent entrepreneur is
eonamicdly and socialy very important to a ommunity like avill age. Its interests usually
coincide with the interests of the vill age, because for a cd owner, a capenter, abaker anda
greengrocer the inhabitants of avill age ae both neighbous and customers. The same goes for
modern service providers. For instance, to some abookkeeper who can estimate abudget is
indispensable.

The small i ndependent entrepreneur is often a personwho has troulde working for bosses or
whoisnot satisfied in paid employment. It is sSmeone who reals independence dowve dl and
who wants to dothings his own way. Within the aurrent ecmnamic dimate thereislittl e space
for such people. Econamic organizations such as the Chamber of Commerce, trade
organizations and aher commercial organisations provide the small entrepreneur with littl e
suppat. A small entrepreneur, to them, is a starting entrepreneur who wants to rapidly
increase his turnover and expand hs enterprise. Also, the requirements put to such an
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entrepreneur regarding reports and quality often makesit very difficult or even impaossble for
him to work competiti vely while alhering to a40-hour workweek. Forms and all sorts of
demands and regulations cost alot of time and paralyse the enterprise. Moreover, these things
drive asmall entrepreneur to work in away suitable for large corporations but not for small
Oones.

In Wijk aan Zeg and probably in any other vill age, there ae many people whase caadties
are used minimally because of these impediments. Among those with dsability benefits there
could also be many who could prosper as independent entrepreneurs.

Practicing culture

There ae vill ages where there is ahigher level of creaivity, vill ages that use much art and
culture to form their identity. Examples in the Netherlands are Wieringen, where singing
cultureis highly developed, and Diever in Drente, which has an evolved theare adlture.
Outside of the Netherlands an example is Halsbad in Baiern, which performs a new play
written by itsinhabitants as often as five times ayea.

In Wijk aan Zeemusic aulture has developed to an above average level. In Sonnevanck in
1985medanicd music was turned off forever. That creaed spacefor people to play music
again. They took their instruments when they came to Sonnevanck. Eating culture was also
rediscovered and cherished as anew form of art. Since 1999every first Saturday of the yea a
large communal dinner is organized for hundeds of people. Like serious communiti es have
organizations cdled "'municipa works, the vill age has a “cooking tean'. In the summe r, ona
day when the weaher is good,a "dinner at the seaside' is prepared for vill agers and guests.
Thousands of guests participate. For 2003a “dinner with the neighbousisin preparation: a
number of employees and the diredors of the Corus ged mill isinvited to dnner. The vill age
hopesin thisway to crede abetter climate to talk abou all the problems that exist between
the fadory andits snall neighbou.

There ae many vill ages that expressthemselvesin their own way. In the Spanish Porrda
everyone loves bagpipes and dums. Everyone wants to play in the band. The locd music
schod has 80 students, whil e the vill age has only 500inhabitants. Cultural expressonsin the
form of aband, atheare company, a dhair or through the visual arts are important to a
community's well being.

Using the means available

Y ou can make along list of vill ages where beautiful things happened by using the qualiti es of
the peoplein the vill age and the natural environment. These ae remarkable atievements of
which the vill age is proudand in which ousiderslove to participate. We would like to give
some examples.

The opening meding of Cultural Villagein 1999in Wijk aan Zeewas held in thelocd gym.
The gym is nat beautiful nor pleasant. A few vill agers however were aleto turnit into
something gorgeous with very littl e money. The vill age had never seen the gym look li ke that
andloved it. Thewhadle yea of Cultural Vill age was only posgble becaise of that attitude:
you have to use the means avail able. The means were individuals with certain abiliti es, a sted
mill, dures, abead, the seg two churches, anumber of ca 's and restaurants, many
musicians, areoording studio and afew sculptors and painters.

The vill age Zdenkov in the southern Czedh repullic has 75 inhabitants. Too low a number to
redize many community fadliti es. Thereis no vll age meding house or caf  where people
can med. Therefore the farmer who was chosen to be mayor has creaed a pulic fireplace in
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a orner of hisfieldswherethere ae afew trees. Vill agers med there on nce eveningsto
barbeaue together.

The vill age Diever in Drente, the Netherlands, performs a Shakespeae play every yea. The
vill age uses the ailiti es of its inhabitants, the environment, and the fad that many tourists
visit the vill age in the summer.

Thevillage Bystr in the Czedch Repullic cdls woodworkers to come to the vill age for aweek
in 2003.They livein the midd e of the forest and the letter of invitation reals. "One part of
thewoodis used for industrial products, another for heaing. But woodis a materia that needs
more time to grow than ahuman being has to live, and you can crede beautiful things of it
that give new forms and rew life to the wood:

Processng the past

Refleding onits own past is hedthy and indispensable to the vitality of avill age.

In many places people pay attention to their own history. The community Heemskerk in the
Netherlands has a historic dub with over athousand members. In Wijk aan Zeestories of old
inhabitants are puldished monthly in the vill age paper. But in many vill ages large parts of
their past remains unprocessed. People who have lived their whale livesin the vill age have
often had troule acceting the developments in modern society. But they had novhere to go
with their criticisms. In many places that turned into a fruitlessconfli ct between the
autochthons and so-cdl ed the “imported ores. The Belgian pulicist Jan Hertoghs wrote in
the magazine Humo afew yeas ago hav compli cated the processof integration d city people
in vill ages was.

Improving cooperation between local government and vill age

More and more vill ages are losing their independence and are becoming part of larger
communiti es. For thase communiti es a vill age belongs under the heading “district affairs.
Wijk aan Zeefor example has been part of Beverwijk sincethe 1930s and relations between
the two have dways been dfficult. The formal democracy of the town dces not conned well
to theinformal structuresin the vill age. In Wijk aan Zeepeople have taken the initi ative to
analyse the relationship between the town and the vill age and try to find and formulate agood
method d cooperation. During a lunch to which the town government was invited, they
propased their idea The town government liked the idea and they seam prepared to
cooperate. The projed will not only concern the relations between vill age and town
government, bu the relations with higher levels of government will be included aswell. The
projed shoud start in 2003

Throughou Europe there is a processof joining small communities, led by the national
governments and the European Union. Organising ayea of Cultural Vill age of Europe meant
for small communities such as Méelli oneg France, and Bystr in the Czech Republic that they
had to cdl in help from neighbouing vill ages. Ties of cooperation emerged ou of the inner
need to cooperate. This cooperation has continued after the yea ended. That is something
very different from cooperationimpaosed from above.

In Pergine, Italy, that has consisted of a number of vill ages for awhile now, theinitiative
Cultural Vill age has finally consoli dated the relations between the former vill ages; they used
to have few tieswith ore ancther.
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Drastically limiti ng formali sms

Activitiesin vill ages are usually small and clealy structured. A formal approach therefore
paralyses andis oonconsidered annoying. We give a examples deding with vduntees,
system of permits, and the diff erence between commercial and para-commercial enterprises.
Firstly, the profesgonals of locd government can usually ded much more caefully with
volunteeas. They often do nd redize the quality of the voluntee. The voluntee worksin the
evenings and in the weekends, the professonal at working hous. The work avoluntee does
is omething he fully suppats. That is not always the cae in what he does for aliving.
Moreover, avoluntea works for free In most instances what he does will adually cost him
money. Thaose who pck up, gace ad return crush-barriers themselves snoud na haveto pay
for them.

Seoondy, the system of permitsis not always very subtle. The system makesit impossbleto
think of something on a Friday evening and to exeaute it the next Saturday or Sunday. The
system of permits discourages organisers to ad spontaneously. Sometimes this problem can
be solved to the satisfadion d al concerned. For example in the Drommedarisin Enkhuzen,
the Netherlands. Musicians often payed there, bu that wasin principleimpossble for the
proprietor to all ow because he needed a permit for every performance Finally he agreed with
the mayor to have apermanent permit for live music, whil e the mayor retained the right to
revoke it when problems arose. Ancther example. Whoever wants to organize something on
the bead, a elsewhere in the open air, neals to ad acording to the weaher. Because of the
necessty to have apermit it is now very difficult to read to changing weaher condtions.
However, experiencesin Wijk aan Zeetead that when you show the resporsible dvil servant
that in ou time we can fly to the moon bu canna get a permit for an event in aweekend
when the weaher is good, thiswill often make him think. That made it possble for Wijk aan
Zeeto have dinner together at the bead.

Thirdly and finally, the diff erence between commercial and para-commercial enterprises. For
the cd that separation d functions has effedively eradicaed, in most places, the old formula
of hatel-ca -restaurant-with-a-few-rooms where everything happened. We have written of
thisin chapter 2. In any caseit is clea that this sparation d functions has worked bedly in
the vill ages for the simple reason that there ae not enough people for such spedadlization. The
cd Sonrevanck in Wijk aan Zeehas never concerned itself with this separation d functions
and that was undoutedly one of the reasons for its siccess

Ownership andmaintenance of landin the same hands

Large organizations such as the Provincial waterworks and Natuurmonumenten tend to ad
like landlords who do nd care where their lands lie. They compose anationa palicy and find
it annoying to follow spedfic demands of locd people.

Most of the dunes aroundWijk aan Zee ae owned by the Provincial waterworks. Aswe said
before, in 1999Wijk aan Zeewanted to use aplot of land ketween the vill age and the Corus
sted mill as a sculpture park. Eleven renowned scul ptors from eleven European courtries
were invited to make sculptures. It becane abeautiful park and the Dutch queen came by at
the opening. For those who love at it was clea that you could na remove such a olledion
after four months. It was easy to convincethe various governments of that. It took havever
two yeas to convince the waterworks that in such a cae you shoud na hald strictly onto you
palicy, which of course does not mention anything like asculpture park. Those two yeas took
alot of energy and have enormously delayed making the park a permanent thing.

Another exampleislocd agriculture. When that disappeas, the aces of land it eares will
neeal to be maintained. We shoud prevent that that will happen from a distance, by
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organizations that have no conredion to the placeor the locd residents. Ownership and
maintenance by the locd people will also increase the number of jobs.

Spaefor doing andthinking a the same time

A placewhere you think of things and make them, where thinking and dang isunited, is hard
to imagine in these times when functions are separated. For avill age it can contribute
significantly to vitality.

In Wijk aan Zee aspacewas receantly designated "public workspace. The spaceisasmall old
church that was used as dorage spacefor bead cabins in winter. The ideabehind this projed
was that, besides ameding hall, sports areg church and ca , you also need a placewhere you
can make things. How did the ideaoriginate? We will haveto go badk to 1999 when Wijk
aan Zeebecane Cultural Vill age of Europe. Because of the large number of adivitiesin that
yea a onstruction tean was brought together. A team of people who made dl the
constructions necessary in that yea. They invented constructions, made painted signs along
the accesroad to Wijk aan Zee and turned the gym into afeasting hall . After 1999the
building team remained intad. People had come to enjoy doing thingsinstead of talking in
medings. Following the methods of thisteam the ideafor the workplace energed. The old
church was foundto be the best place Theintentionis that painters, welders, woodworkers,
instrument buil ders and perhaps designers as well will med ead ather there, that there will be
exhibits, and that the top floor will house awell-equipped music studio. The important thing
isthat you can suppat many adivities in the vill age from such aworkplace

Conclusion

However limited the pradica experiences may be, the examples show how vitality can be
attained. It isimportant that a aedive processis darted that is suppated by the vill age
community. The most important buil ding blocks for this credive processare the diff erent
abiliti es of the various residents, the fad that those dtizens are prepared to ded with ore
ancther, the private initiative, using the locd artistic qualiti es and means, using the situation
asit is, kegoing history in mind and having amesding place It isalso important to be aiticd
abou methods that may work elsewhere in society but tend to impede good and wanted
developments in vill ages.
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5. In conclusion

In the 19" and 20" century many developments occurred in which vill ages did nat play a part.
In arapid development of econamics, organization, individuali zing, mohility, spedali zation
and sciencethere was no dacefor the typica qualiti es of avillage community. But when it
turned ou that those developments also caused problems the situation changed. People started
to ask again for the things that can be developed in vill ages, what they cdl social cohesion.
On the basis of the ideas and experiences of Cultural Vill ages of Europe we have shown in
this essay what the qualiti es of the vill ages are. We have made dea that those qualiti es only
bewmme visible when they are cdled upon.That is not only important to vill ages, but also to
society as awhale. Because the quality of society depends onall of its buil ding blocks.

In the nineties of the last century the world was aaquainted with the term “social capita’. Well
known socia scientist such as Bourdieu and Putnam, as well as the phil osopher Fukuyama,
used the term. Capital, labour and technique were no longer considered sufficient for
eoonamic and social developments. When corporate life and networks fail, when citizens are
insufficiently involved we will not advance The dharaderistics that we cdled qualiti es of the
vill age in chapter 3 may fit the heading "socia cgpita’. The vill age nolonger needsto fed
badkward. The aiteria have danged.

At the dosing conferencethis yea in Cultural Vill age Pergine Vadarno, ore of the spesers
was Enrico Cheli, asociologist from Sienna. He said that he had just returned from a
conferencein Frankfurt where he spoke with coll eagues abou the future of European culture.
That culture does not yet exist, he agued, it still neadsto be born. That culture caana be
imposed from abowe. It can orly grow from the base, from the people themselves. He
emphasized the timelinessof the movement Cultural Vill ages of Europe, comparing it to a
four-yea old that made astep in the diredion d European culture. The important thing is to
creae asociety that unites the best of cities and \ill ages.

Looking at avillageis en by many people alooking at the past. As nostalgia. In the past,
studying the past has led to grea innovations. In a changing time, where some developments
grindto a halt, looking bad at history may be the most important thing you can do.Looking
at ancient Greecen the late medieval times has brought us the Renaissance and the New
Time. History can indead inspire people for the future. Also in the case of vill ages.
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